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MUSIC

Basic Forms:

Binary



Wha t  i s  B i na r y  Fo rm?

Binary form is a two-part musical structure (AB) commonly found in Baroque dance music, classical 

sonatas, and folk tunes. Each section is often repeated, creating a balanced and symmetrical musical 

design.

Key Features of Binary Form

� Two Sections (A and B): The music is divided into two distinct, but related parts�

� Each Section is Often Repeated: Notated as A :|| B :||, reinforcing the themes�

� Contrasting or Complementary Sections: The B section either modulates to a new key or develops 

the A theme in a different way.

Recommended Listening: Minuet in G Major (Petzgold, previously attributed to Bach)


Here, the A section states a clear theme,


followed by a contrasting B section before repeating.

Binary form is a foundational structure in Western music, influencing sonata form, ternary form, and 

even popular music.

Most of Domenico Scarlatti’s 555 

keyboard sonatas are in binary form
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https://youtu.be/p1gGxpitLO8?si=8lUSRmEi3AS77HJW


Why Study Binary Form?

� It Develops Thematic Contrast: Helps composers learn how to create cohesion between two distinct 

sections�

� It Laid the Groundwork for Sonata Form: The basis for the most important form in the Classical 

period�

� It is Found in Many Musical Genres: Baroque dances, folk music, and even some jazz standards use 

binary form.

Conc lus i on

Binary form is one of the most fundamental musical structures, shaping Baroque dance music, Classical 

sonatas, and later forms like ternary and sonata form. From Bach’s dance suites to Mozart’s minuets, 

this two-part form continues to be a core element of musical composition and performance.
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